
READ EPHESIANS 2:8

“God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ. Your salvation 
doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s gift.”

There are lots of things in life that we feel like we deserve. For example, 
fill these in . . .

•  If you ______, you deserve to get a good grade.
•  If you ______, you deserve to make the team.
•  If you prove you’re ______, you deserve to get a pet.
•  If you’re ______ to someone, you deserve to get invited to their 

birthday party.
•  If you ______, you deserve something for dessert.

Those seem to make sense. But they don’t always happen, do they? You’ve 
experienced enough of those situations to know that we don’t always get 
what we deserve (or what we think we deserve).

The really great news is that God gives us exactly what we don’t deserve. 
He gives us the gift of His forgiveness even though we’ve messed up 
again and again.

The next time you struggle to forgive someone because they don’t 
deserve it, remember . . . you didn’t really deserve God’s forgiveness 
either. But He loved you enough to give it to you anyway!

THINK ABOUT IT:
1. How is forgiveness a gift from God?

2.  Why do you think some people have a hard time believing that such 
an amazing gift could be true?

3.  Imagine you forgave someone, and they asked  
you why you did it. What would you tell them?
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4TH-5TH

DAY 4

DAY 1READ MATTHEW 18:21-22

No matter how long you’ve been a Christian . . . no matter how well you feel 
like you’re doing . . . one of the coolest things about following Jesus and 
reading His Word is knowing that you’ve never “made it.” He will always 
challenge you to do more.

Maybe you’ve felt like Peter. He thought he was doing pretty well to say 
he’d forgive someone seven times. He wanted to know where the line was. 
In other words, “How long do I have to put up with someone until I don’t 
have to forgive them anymore?”

But Jesus raised the stakes for Peter. And He raised the stakes for us too. 
Peter was thinking seven times; but for Jesus, it was more like 77! We 
should never stop forgiving. We should try to forgive as much as God will 
forgive us. 

It’s hard to keep forgiving some one that gets on your nerves. But Jesus 
showed us that forgiveness and relationships are more important.

This week, raise the stakes and be willing to forgive even more!

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  What do you think these verses show about how much Jesus cares about 

people?

2.  Aren’t you glad that Jesus didn’t give up on you when you “crossed the 
line”?

3.  Can you think of some other things Jesus said that raised the stakes and 



READ MATTHEW 18:26-27

See if you can borrow someone’s phone for this one.

Open the camera app and get ready to take a slow-motion video of 
yourself. (You can get a sibling or friend to help.)

Take a video of yourself waving your hands across your chest like a 
football referee and say: “NO WAY!”

Now take another slow-motion video of yourself giving the thumbs-up 
and saying “ALWAYS!”

How did they turn out? Pretty good? You see, when someone needs our 
forgiveness, Jesus wants us to be willing to say “ALWAYS!” instead “NO 
WAY!”

In the story Jesus told, the king had shown incredible forgiveness to the 
servant, but the servant wouldn’t do the same for someone else who 
owed him. He got to hear an “ALWAYS!” from the king, but all he could 
give in return was a “NO WAY!”

Be ready to give your “ALWAYS” to the people around you, and forgive 
like God has forgiven you.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Which of those two videos do you think people see when they interact 

with you? “NO WAY” or “ALWAYS”?

2.  How can you make sure you’ve got the right “video” playing in the way 
you treat people?

3.  In the story, it says the king felt sorry for the servant. Why is it 
important that we need to feel something for the person who needs 
our forgiveness?

DAY 2 READ ROMANS 5:8

One thing that’s so amazing about God’s forgiveness is that he didn’t have to 
wait for us to ask him. He knew that forgiveness is what we needed most. He 
knew we had a sin problem that kept us from having a relationship with our 
perfect God. And He loved us enough to do something about it!

He sent Jesus to die on the cross, to take our sins on Himself and to get 
our sin problem out of the way. That way our sin would no longer be in the 
way of our relationship with Him. And if we believe that He did that for us 
personally, then we get to receive the gift of eternal life.

Jesus paid the ultimate price and made it possible for everyone who believes 
to find forgiveness of their sins. It’s something we could never do for 
ourselves. We could never do enough good things to earn His forgiveness. It 
could only come through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.

If that seems like a big deal, you’re right! It’s the BIGGEST deal. So doesn’t 
it seem silly when we aren’t willing to extend forgiveness and love to the 
people around us? We’ve experienced the true freedom that comes from 
Jesus. The least we can do is follow His example and forgive others.

BE QUICK TO FORGIVE people who wrong you, because God 
forgave you for so much more.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  When someone has done something wrong to you, don’t you kind of want 

them to come apologize before you forgive them?

2. What do you think it means to be quick to forgive?

3.   Why do you think God wants you to forgive them  
even if they don’t apologize, or don’t fully understand  
the way they’ve hurt you?

DAY 3


